
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 13
2 Kings 13:1-3 -  Jehoahaz, King of Israel

v. 1 - note the new royal family line this time through Jehu.  Remember that Jehu was the instrument used by God to 
destroy the house of Ahab, according to the prophecy of Elijah.  As a result of His (temporary and self-serving) zeal for 
the LORD, he is “rewarded”:

2 Kings 10:30 - The LORD said to Jehu, "Because you have done well in executing what is right in My eyes, and 
have done to the house of Ahab according to all that was in My heart, your sons of the fourth generation shall 
sit on the throne of Israel." 

However, as a result of Jehoahaz’s idolatry, he will contend with regional power Aram.  His specific sin should be one 
that is familiar to us by now - “the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat” - the first king of Israel who forsook the LORD 
and worshipped golden calfs.

2 Kings 13:4-9 -Jehoahaz Seeks The LORD, briefly

v. 4 - “entreated the favor of the LORD” - Jehoahaz seeks the LORD in trouble and amazingly the LORD responds!  Yet the 
remaining verses will tell us that Jehoahaz will return right back to idols once his crisis is over.  However, it is 
remarkable that the LORD responds at all!  One commentator speaks to this moment well:

“We are not surprised that Yahweh’s wrath ignites against Israel and he gives them into the power of Hazael 
and Ben-hadad continually (v. 3).  But we are surprised that Jehoahaz ‘pleaded with Yahweh’ (v. 4a).  Naturally 
we are ready to shoot our Proverbs 28:9 missile at this Jeroboamist (“He who turns away his ear from listening 
to the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.”).  Before we can launch it, however, we meet a more surprising 
surprise: “Yahweh listened to him” (v. 4b).  To a calf worshipper.  Why on earth would Yahweh do that?

“For he saw the oppression of Israel -- how the king of (Aram) oppressed them’ (v. 4c).  The same noun and verb 
(root=lahas) appear in Yahweh’s words in Exodus 3:9.  “And what’s more I have seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians keep on oppressing them’.  The writer of Kings is saying that Yahweh is still the same exodus God, who 
sees not only Egyptians but (Arameans) squeezing the life out of his people, his apostatizing people.  Our writer 
implies that sometimes Yahweh’s pity over the distress of his people trumps the wickedness of the one seeking him 
for relief.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “Focus On The Bible: 2 Kings”, page 193)

v. 4-5 - “deliverer” -  “It seems likely that the “savior” (NASB: deliverer) in question here is Assyria, whose interest in 
Syria-Palestine was rekindled in the closing years of the ninth century B.C., resulting in a measure of relief for Israel 
as the attention of Damascus (capital of Aram) necessarily turned to the north (where Assyria was attacking).” (ESV 
Study Bible, 2 Kings 13:4-5)
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2 Kings 13:10-13 - Jehoash (Joash), King Of Israel

Jehoash (aka Joash) became the king in Israel.  He has the same name as a different Joash who ruled in Judah (see 2 Kings 
12)  , son of Jehoahaz reigns for 16 years and follows after his father’s example of idolatry and continued to worship 
the golden calves of Jeroboam because he was an idiot.  Does such evil deserve more eloquence than that?  Not much is 
recorded about the reign of Jehoash of Israel with the exception of the following story.

2 Kings 13:14-19 - The LORD’s arrow of victory

v. 14 - it’s unclear whether or not his greeting is one of honor or mocking.

Elisha is going to die soon and he is visited by King Joash of Israel.  Remember, the kingdom of Israel was at war with 
Aram throughout this time.  As of last accounting, Joash’s father had a seriously depleted military as a result (v. 7).  
Perhaps Joash is coming to Elisha for help from the LORD as his father did at one point (v. 4)?

In classic prophetic style, Elisha uses an object lesson to illustrate the word of the LORD.  He has Joash shoot some 
arrows through the window, representative of “the LORD’s arrow of victory...over Aram” (v. 17).  What the king doesn’t 
know is that the amount of times he shoots an arrow will correlate with the number of victories he will have over Aram. 
He shoots 3 times and stops.

One might think that it was unfair to not inform the king of this before he shot the arrows.  For surely the king would 
want full victory wouldn’t he?  Had he known what the arrows represented, perhaps he would have kept shooting. 

However, an examination of the text shows that the king did know what the arrow represented!  And, verse 18 tells us 
that the king “struck it three times and stopped”.

What this record illustrates is that the king lacked the drive to obey the word of the LORD to the fullest extent.  You 
can picture him as a child who is half-heartedly doing chores because they were asked by their parents.  The child wants 
to go and play outside and so they quickly make their bed and pick up a few toys, only to return 30 seconds later to the 
parent and ask “can I go play outside now?”.  The child doesn’t want to clean, they just want to play.  And Joash 
doesn’t want to obey the word of the LORD, he just wants to win against Aram.  And so he quickly, half-heartedly plays 
the prophet’s little archery game so they can get on with the bigger business at hand.  Only this time, his lack of 
passion makes all the difference.

2 Kings 13:22-25 - War With Aram

v. 25 - three times, just as Elisha had spoken

v. 23 - yet again the mercy and grace of God on display in spite of humanity’s acceptance or acknowledgment of Him.  
God is good.  And he is committed to his word and covenants in spite of what the current generation of “his people” are 
up to.

2 Kings 13:20-21 - Elisha Buried
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This is a peculiar story.  But a cool one.  A dead man is quickly thrown into a grave as the funeral guests flee some 
attackers.  He rolls down into the place where Elisha, the great prophet, was buried.  When the dead man touches the 
bones of Elisha, he is instantly resurrected!  WOW!

Lessons From 2 Kings 13

Yet again, a chapter that initially seems dead and dull with names we stumble over and places we don’t know, is filled with 
timely lessons and reminders for our lives today.  The Bible is amazing!  Here are three observations.

1 - The beginning record of 2 Kings 13 highlights an important spiritual lesson. God is merciful.  He answers the call of even 
those far away from Him.  At times He chooses to intervene and deliver even people who worship other God’s when they call upon 
His name.  The LORD is merciful and gracious, longsuffering and kind.  He extends loving-kindness to thousands.  Getting your 
“act” together is not a prerequisite of being a recipient of his grace.  That’s the whole idea of grace - it’s not earned.

But our text gives us a fuller picture of the effects of God’s grace and mercy upon the heart of a nation or an individual.  How 
one responds to His grace, after receiving it is important.  In this case Jehoahaz cries out to the LORD and the LORD sees the 
affliction of Israel and delivers them.  But then, once the crisis or immediate need is over, they return to their idols of choice 
and Yahweh is cast aside.  The correct response to God’s mercy should have been a whole-hearted repentance and devotion to Him.

It’s easy to look at Jehoahaz and recognize the foolishness of his choices.  But before we laugh his folly away, let’s remember 
how easy it is for us to follow in this pattern.  The New Testament gives many charges to this point that we would not receive 
the grace of God one moment and ignore it the next.

Romans 6:1-4 - What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  2 May it never be! How 
shall we who died to sin still live in it?  3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
have been baptized into His death?  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Romans 11:33, 12:1 - Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!...12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

2 Corinthians 6:1 (NLT) As God's partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God's kindness and then ignore 
it.

2 - Another lesson comes to us from the bow and arrow scene with Elisha before his death.  As we looked at already, the king did 
not approach obeying the prophet’s word with much gusto.  As a result, he only reaped the benefits of his effort.  I think this is 
another good word for us.  There are promises of God within our reach - accessed by faith or prayer or obedience - and when we 
get a taste of what the LORD has in store for us, too often we sit back, enjoy it and then get empty again.  Rather, we should 
keep pressing, keep believing, keep praying, keep obeying...and see what the LORD could and will do for and through us.  Don’t just 
put a little effort it and then stop.  Give it all you’ve got…
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3 - Lastly, we have the great story of the revived man who accidentally is rolled into Elisha’s tomb.  This is a great reminder of 
the power and word of God.

“We must not dismiss this account.  It shows that the Word of God which Elisha had so faithfully borne was still mighty 
and powerful even though the prophet himself had died.  What a comfort there was here for the captives!  They must have 
often thought their nation was a good as dead, but because of the powerful Word of God their nation would live again!” 
(Roger Ellsworth, “Apostasy, Destruction and Hope” page 158)

Here’s the point we can see from this record.  One would assume the faithful in Israel (if there were any) would have been 
devastated at the death of Elisha.  We read of no successor taking his mantle as we read with Elijah.  But you see, the power of 
Elisha wasn’t from within Elisha - it was in the LORD.  And the LORD’s power was so great in Him (and in general) that it endures 
even beyond Elisha’s death!  The power of God is so great, the residual power left in Elisha’s bones can raise a dead man! 

So then we take courage that the power of God is at work even when we don’t see a specific way or person or ministry He is 
working through.  If he can raise a dead man who rolls into a prophet’s casket, what can He do through you and I - as we 
respond to his grace and give Him our whole hearts!
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